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Marriage Panel Questions

Description:

On December 9, 2012, the married members of Forerunner Fellowship’s Lead Team led a panel discussion about marriage and courtship.  There were several questions that were submitted that, due to time constraints, remained unanswered.  A few of our Lead Team members have posted some answers to those questions below.

1. How can you guard your heart from the person you like when you’re still too young to marry?
Amy Ater: The way that I used to guard my heart was to remember that the person that I liked may or may not be my husband and then pray for him and pray for my husband. I know this may sound corny, but I also wrote letters to my future husband. It helped me to remember that there was a real person on the planet that I was saving myself for. I kept all of those letters and gave them to Brett when we got engaged.
Luke Cooper: So how do you guard your heart from someone you like when you’re too young? Focus on growing up. Talk to your small group leader and let them help you overcome a few obstacles between you and adulthood. 
2. How young is too young to marry?

Brad Stroup: Because of how things work in our culture and a great need for a certain measure of maturity before entering into the marriage covenant, I normally wouldn’t recommend anyone under 20 to be pursuing marriage.
3. How do you have alone time while courting without falling into temptation?
Luke Cooper: Public places. Turn off your phones and don't talk to anyone but each other. You can have great emotional connections through paying attention to one another without distractions. Avoid "alone" (like all by yourself) time. This could mean you are at home and have a roommate at home as well. Have alone time in the living room only if your roommate is at home and awake, and put a time limit on it, or be purposeful with it.
4. Do you have a method for solving conflict? How do you handle conversations? When do you consider a conflict resolved?
Luke Cooper: Give your spouse an out when confronting them. Be open and honest, and extremely gentle. Seek reconciliation instead of trying to prove your spouse's guilt. Conflict is resolved when you forgive one another. When emotions are cooled off, talk through what stirred up the angry emotions and try to come up with ways to not stir them up in the future.

Amy Ater: Method for solving conflict - Communicate, repent, forgive, communicate, repent, forgive, and then be okay with losing. Handling conversations - Many conflicts arise from misunderstanding. If your spouse tells you that something you said hurt him/her don't dismiss it. Apologize (heartfelt) for hurting them (not for them feeling hurt, actually take the blame) and then ask how you can communicate to them in the future so as not offend them. Finally, be willing to do everything in your power not cause that hurt again even if you think they are getting upset over nothing. (Ex. If it is the difference of you not telling the story that you think is incredibly funny, but your spouse thinks is hurtful, DON'T TELL THE STORY.) Conflict is resolved when you have agreed to an action plan for the future, kissed and made up.
5. How healed do you need to be before you get married (specifically in regards to past relationships)?
Brad Stroup: My suggestion on this one mostly has to do with TIME...wait awhile before you go from immorality into a courting relationship. Get some counsel from a leader in your life to know if you are ready or not – most of the time this will be pretty obvious to someone who loves you and is looking over your shoulder.
6. How did you define boundaries when dating?
Brad Stroup: Amy and I actually had a clear conversation. This is very important. You need to say things like “we won’t put our hand ____” and “we won’t do _____” etc. Clear, open communication, and then get accountability outside the two of you.
7. How long can a couple hold hands before it’s inappropriate?
Brad Stroup:  Personally I don’t have nay problem with couples holding hands as long as they want, just commit to keep the hands to holding to avoid many other inappropriate things.  If one or both of the individuals involved in the relationship do have some reservation about hand holding, then always opt for the most conservative of the views.  It is important in a courting relationship that both parties feel honored and never pressured, even pressure to hold hands if that is an issue.

8. Is e-Harmony a good way to find a mate? 
Brad Stroup: For the most part I would say no, but if the individual was mature in their walk and felt the Lord leading that direction then I might okay with it. It would greatly depend on the person, their maturity and the situation.
9. What would be your advice to us guys who are thinking about marriage but don't feel like we're ready yet?
Brad Stroup: Ask your small group leader to help you get ready...there are only a few things in your way...maybe even none.
Luke Cooper: Ready checklist – a)Housing (or could acquire it with a spouse), b) Real Job, c)Faithfulness to the Sacred Trust for a season, d)Saved for at least 1 year, e)submitted to Godly leadership within a godly church. I think these are pretty good ones. If you meet these I think you may be ready.
Brad Stroup: Luke’s point in his reply above regarding c) Faithfulness to the Sacred Trust for a season; is primarily advice for people that are committed to prayer meetings already as a major part of their lifestyle.  His point is that it’s a good idea to make sure that your potential future spouse has the same values as you do and won’t cause any hindrance to your pursuits.
Amy Ater: A lot of the being "ready" for marriage happens once you ARE married. Ask yourself and someone who will be honest with you these questions, "Am I willing to lay down my agenda in order to serve and support my spouse and future children?", "Am I submitting to my spiritual authority and ,more importantly, to Christ?", "Am I willing to receive correction?", "Am I teachable?", "Can I admit being wrong and then change?", "Can I be quick to forgive and overlook offenses?"
10. You mentioned that many of the girls around here are good marriage material and are ready. Could you go ahead and give us a list of those girls so we know who to pursue?
Brad Stroup: I think they’re all great, some of ‘em may not be quite done cooking yet, but that doesn’t mean a guy couldn’t be thinking that direction and watching them. 
Luke Cooper: Any girls who meet the above criteria from my response in question 9.
11. Will you arrange a marriage for me?
Brad Stroup: Even if I thought that was a good idea I think I’d take so much heat over it that “no”, I, Brad Stroup, won’t.
12. What does it look like to marry Jesus?
Brad Stroup: Marrying Jesus is a very unbiblical concept. Paul’s call to singleness in 1 Corinthians 7 says nothing of entering into a romantic affair with Jesus for the rest of your life as opposed to entering into marriage with a person. This idea of “marrying Jesus” I believe has been a gross misinterpretation of the scripture and led people into weird forms of hyper-spirituality and have given singleness a bad name. As for living single for the rest of your life – if God gives you that gift you will know, if not “find a wife” and “be fruitful and multiply.”
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